
REFLECTION:

I’ve included the demographic study I made of my community in LIS 508 as 
demographic awareness has become a critical aspect of my materials acquisition 
in my library. While providing titles from best of lists and other professional sources  
is a part of my collection development, responding to direct requests from my 
students for books on their families home countries and cultures drives my 
purchases much more frequently. Likewise, seeking authors who reflect the 
backgrounds of my students is another major preoccupation of mine. Actually 
knowing the demographic make up of my library community helps me to know 
which authors and topics to seek out. When I do find grade-level appropriate texts 
on, for example, Korean language, or Philippine history or culture, those books are 
among our most popular check outs. Kids are hungry to learn more of where their 
parents came from and the culture of those places and it’s vitally important that 
their library provide them those resources.




